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Saline County
election results:
Republicans
lead legislative
and County
Commission
races in
updated
unofficial count
November 4, 2026

Updated Thursday, Nov. 5, with Saline
County results as of 4:19 p.m. Thursday
and statewide results as of 11:15 a.m.
Thursday.

Republicans led in Saline County’s
contested Kansas House races and in
the District 1 County Commission race
in the county’s updated unofficial

results, posted Thursday afternoon. As
in Wednesday’s report, Election Day
votes are in from 54 of the county’s 56
precincts, all of them partially counted,
and early and absentee ballots are in
from 55 of 56 precincts.

In the County Commission’s District
1 race, Republican Sharon Callabresi
had 1,521 votes (52.20%) to
independent James Bowden’s 1,380
(47.36%). Republican Luci Larson led
Democrat Miranda Bachman in Kansas
House District 69, and Republican
Steven K. Howe led Democrat Jerry
Lonergan in District 71.

The county’s report, timed at 4:19
p.m. Thursday, counted 19,745 ballots
of 32,410 registered voters, a turnout of
60.92%. That is four more ballots than
the county’s Wednesday afternoon
report. Of those, 6,533 were early
ballots, 1,262 were advance ballots and
11,950 were cast on Election Day.

All figures are unofficial and
incomplete. They do not include
provisional ballots, and advance mail
ballots postmarked by Nov. 3 and
received by Friday, Nov. 6, could be
added.

Saline County results
Saline County votes only, unofficial, as
of 4:19 p.m. Thursday.

Saline County Commission
District 1: Republican Sharon
Callabresi, 1,521 votes (52.20%);
independent James Bowden, 1,380
(47.36%); write-ins, 13.

District 4: Republican Lori C. Blake,
unopposed, 2,883 votes (96.00%);
write-ins, 120.

District 5: Republican Joe A. Hay Jr.,
unopposed, 2,382 votes (93.82%);
write-ins, 157.

Legislature
Kansas House, District 69: Republican
Luci Larson, 5,158 votes (63.81%);
Democrat Miranda Bachman, 2,912
(36.03%); write-ins, 13.

Kansas House, District 71:
Republican Steven K. Howe, 6,046
votes (63.32%); Democrat Jerry
Lonergan, 3,495 (36.60%); write-ins, 7.

Kansas House, District 107 (Saline
County portion only): Republican Dawn
Wolf, 1,113 votes (59.65%); Democrat
Cheri Koochel, 749 (40.14%); write-ins,
4.

The Kansas Senate seat (District 24):
Republican Scott Hill, the only
candidate on the ballot, 15,493 votes
(95.53%); write-ins, 725 (4.47%).

Federal and statewide races,
Saline County votes
U.S. Senate: Republican Roger
Marshall, 10,927 votes (55.57%);
Democrat Adam Hamilton, 8,113
(41.26%); Libertarian David C. Graham,
600 (3.05%); write-ins, 25.

U.S. House, 1st District: Republican
Tracey Mann, 12,163 votes (62.11%);
Democrat Lauren Reinhold, 6,871
(35.09%); Libertarian Steven Jacob,
528 (2.70%); write-ins, 20.

Governor and lieutenant governor:
Republicans Ty Masterson and Jeffrey
Klemp, 11,493 votes (58.73%);
Democrats Cindy Holscher and KC
Ohaebosim, 8,031 (41.04%); write-ins,
46.

Secretary of state: Republican Pat
Proctor, 11,112 votes (57.15%);
Democrat Jennifer Day, 7,373
(37.92%); Scott E. Morgan of the
United Kansas Party, 941 (4.84%);
write-ins, 17.

Attorney general: Republican Kris
Kobach, 11,456 votes (58.61%);
Democrat Chris Mann, 8,062 (41.24%);
write-ins, 29.

State treasurer: Republican Steven
Johnson, 12,724 votes (65.30%);
Democrat Juan C. Luengo, 5,985
(30.72%); Libertarian Eric Lund, 767
(3.94%); write-ins, 9.

Commissioner of insurance:
Republican Daniel Hawkins, 11,191

Continued on page 3 »
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votes (57.80%); Democrat Dinah Sykes,
7,379 (38.11%); Libertarian Ric Koehn,
780 (4.03%); write-ins, 12.

State Board of Education, District 7:
Republican Alana McWilliams, 10,624
votes (54.75%); Democrat Ann
Zimmerman, 8,756 (45.12%); write-ins,
25.

Constitutional amendment and
judicial retention, Saline County
votes
Constitutional amendment: Yes, 13,172
votes (70.19%); no, 5,593 (29.81%).

Kansas Supreme Court: Chief Justice
Eric S. Rosen (Position 4), yes 11,558
(65.17%), no 6,178. Justice Larkin E.
Walsh (Position 6), yes 11,331 (64.62%),
no 6,204.

Kansas Court of Appeals: Lesley Ann
Isherwood, yes 11,816 (68.02%), no
5,556. Amy Fellows Cline, yes 11,790
(68.19%), no 5,500. Kim R. Schroeder,
yes 12,914 (74.19%), no 4,492. Lori Ann
Bolton Fleming, yes 11,872 (69.01%), no
5,331. Jacy J. Hurst, yes 11,429
(66.44%), no 5,774.

Township clerks
Ohio, Republican Jason L. Kern, 163
votes (98.19%). Pleasant Valley,
Republican Nikki Davenport, 152
(98.70%). Smoky Hill, Republican
Jennifer Niehaus, 83 (95.40%). Smoky
View, Democrat Janice M. Morris, 273
(92.54%). Spring Creek, Republican
Aaron Phelps, 163 (100%). Walnut,
Republican Teresa Swisher, 261
(98.49%). No candidate was on the
ballot in Cambria, Elm Creek, Eureka,
Falun, Glendale, Gypsum, Liberty,
Smolan, Solomon or Washington
townships, where only write-in votes
were cast.

Statewide and congressional races
Statewide unofficial totals as of 11:15
a.m. Thursday, with all precincts

reporting in each race.
U.S. Senate (4,168 of 4,168

precincts): Democrat Adam Hamilton,
559,853 votes (51%); Republican Roger
Marshall, 504,950 (46%); Libertarian
David C. Graham, 33,117 (3%).

U.S. House, 1st District (1,403 of
1,403 precincts): Republican Tracey
Mann, 150,340 votes (59%); Democrat
Lauren Reinhold, 95,748 (38%);
Libertarian Steven Jacob, 6,846 (3%).

Governor and lieutenant governor
(4,168 of 4,168 precincts): Democrats
Cindy Holscher and KC Ohaebosim,
549,974 votes (50%); Republicans Ty
Masterson and Jeffrey Klemp, 542,929
(50%).

Secretary of state (4,168 of 4,168
precincts): Republican Pat Proctor,
523,937 votes (48%); Democrat

Jennifer Day, 514,512 (47%); Scott E.
Morgan of the United Kansas Party,
45,942 (4%).

Attorney general (4,168 of 4,168
precincts): Democrat Chris Mann,
551,468 votes (51%); Republican Kris
Kobach, 538,647 (49%).

State treasurer (4,168 of 4,168
precincts): Republican Steven Johnson,
553,683 votes (51%); Democrat Juan C.
Luengo, 478,668 (44%); Libertarian
Eric Lund, 49,017 (5%).

Commissioner of insurance (4,168 of
4,168 precincts): Republican Daniel
Hawkins, 529,842 votes (49%);
Democrat Dinah Sykes, 512,070 (47%);
Libertarian Ric Koehn, 38,706 (4%).

Continued on page 5 »
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Eaglecrest pancake
feed raises $940 for
Salina Fire Department
fire-safety education
November 4, 2026
Eaglecrest Retirement Community
presented the Salina Fire Department
with $940 raised at its second annual
pancake feed, the department said.

The pancake feed was held Oct. 3,
with free-will donations going to the
fire department’s Prevention Division.
Eaglecrest residents presented the
money Nov. 3 during a tour of the new
Fire Station 4.

The department said the money will
be used to buy public education
materials for fire-safety programs.
Proceeds from last year’s pancake feed
helped pay for an inflatable fire-safety
education house that traveled to
elementary schools across Saline
County this year.

Dover Drive Closed to
Through Traffic
Between Broadway and
Vassar for Water Main
Replacement
November 4, 2026

Dover Drive will be closed to through
traffic between South Broadway
Boulevard and Vassar Drive for a water
main replacement, beginning Tuesday,
Nov. 3.

Diehl Enterprises will install traffic
control and remove pavement so the
water main can be replaced. Residents
will be provided access. Work is
expected to last through the end of the
year.

Barriers will be in place to protect
workers. Motorists may encounter
minor delays and are encouraged to
avoid work zones when possible.
Sidewalk closures are also expected,
and pedestrians are asked to avoid
closed sidewalks.

For more information, contact the
City of Salina Utilities Department at
785-309-5725.

Bergkamp marks 8.5
years without a safety
incident
November 3, 2026
For over eight and a half years, every
Bergkamp employee has finished every
shift and gone home safe.

The company in October announced
a milestone of eight and a half
consecutive years with no safety
incidents, a record well below U.S.
industry averages.

According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, the manufacturing
sector’s total recordable incident case
rate reached 2.7 per one hundred
full-time workers in 2024, exceeding
the private-industry average of 2.3. In
2023, 391 workers in manufacturing
lost their lives to workplace injuries.
This zero-incidents achievement
belongs to Bergkamp’s dedicated
employees.

From design and fabrication to
finance and customer care, every
Bergkamp employee has made safe
practices part of their daily work and
looked out for the people beside them.

“At Bergkamp, safety is embedded in
the culture, everyone performs their
craft safely. Our purpose is to make
people’s lives better by making roads
better. That starts with developing safe

equipment, implementing safe work
practices to build the equipment and
then training our customers to operate
the equipment safely. This delivers a
safe road for the public to use. Safety is
built into everything we do. By
celebrating this milestone, we recognize
that everyone contributes to achieving a
safe workplace,” said Jason Bergkamp,
CEO of Bergkamp.

Bergkamp’s commitment to safety
extends beyond its own walls. The
company designs equipment with safety
in mind, builds it using safe work
practices, and trains customers to
operate it safely, helping deliver safer
roads for the traveling public.

Brad Johnson, Technical
Representative and Bergkamp Safety
Committee team lead, said, “Bergkamp
does not cut corners when it comes to
safety; it is priority number one.”
Johnson continued, “Members of our
safety team do a fantastic job of
constantly making improvements in our
Safe Work Practices, keeping training
up to date and regularly auditing the
safety of our facilities.”

To mark the occasion, Bergkamp
celebrated its employees with a
recognition ceremony, barbeque, and
commemorative Bergkamp tool bag for
every employee.

The company remains committed to
continuing its safety record and
strengthening the culture behind it.
Founded in 1977 and based in Salina,
Bergkamp designs and builds asphalt
and pavement maintenance equipment
for contractors and municipalities.

Known for its Slurry Seal and Micro
Surfacing Pavers, Pothole Patchers, and
Flow Boy Live Bottom trucks, the
company also offers mobile mix plants,
spreader boxes, and lab equipment,
backed by parts, service, and training.

American-made and recognized
globally for its signature orange
equipment, Bergkamp serves customers
worldwide.
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Continued from page 3: Saline County
election results: Republicans lead
legislative and County Commission races
in updated unofficial count

Legislative and state board races,
full-district totals
Unofficial totals as of 11:15 a.m.
Thursday, including precincts outside
Saline County.

Kansas House, District 107 (77 of 77
precincts): Republican Dawn Wolf,
6,662 votes (75%); Democrat Cheri
Koochel, 2,218 (25%).

State Board of Education, District 7
(586 of 586 precincts): Republican
Alana McWilliams, 67,437 votes (63%);
Democrat Ann Zimmerman, 40,059
(37%).

Statewide amendment and judicial
retention totals
Unofficial totals as of 11:15 a.m.
Thursday.

Constitutional amendment (4,168 of
4,168 precincts): Yes, 672,162 votes
(64%); no, 384,227 (36%). Under the
ballot’s explanatory statement, a yes
vote “would clarify that only a person
who is a citizen of the United States is
eligible to vote in this state.” A no vote
“would make no change to the
constitution of the state of Kansas.”

Kansas Supreme Court: Chief Justice
Eric S. Rosen (4,168 of 4,168 precincts),
yes 612,963 (65%), no 327,151 (35%).
Justice Larkin E. Walsh (4,168 of 4,168
precincts), yes 603,747 (65%), no
323,976 (35%).

Kansas Court of Appeals: Statewide
retention totals for judges Lori Ann
Bolton Fleming, Kim R. Schroeder,
Amy Fellows Cline, Lesley Ann
Isherwood and Jacy J. Hurst were not
posted with the state’s unofficial results
as of 11:15 a.m. Thursday.

What’s next
Provisional ballots will be counted
when each county board of canvassers
meets, which must happen by Nov. 16.
The State Board of Canvassers must
certify the election by Dec. 1.

Citizenship
amendment
wins Saline
County
November 4, 2026

S aline County voters supported a
proposed amendment to the
Kansas Constitution stating that

only U.S. citizens may vote, 70% to
30%, in unofficial results.

The county’s updated unofficial
report, timed at 4:19 p.m. Thursday,
showed 13,172 votes for the amendment
and 5,593 against, out of 18,765 votes
cast on the question. The count was not
complete: Election Day votes were in
from 54 of the county’s 56 precincts, all
partly counted, and early and absentee
votes from 55 of 56.

Statewide, the amendment led
672,162 to 384,227, or about 64% to
36%, with all 4,168 precincts reporting,
in unofficial statewide results as of 11:15
a.m. Thursday.

Saline County’s yes share was about
6.6 percentage points higher than the
statewide yes share.

What the amendment does
The measure, House Concurrent
Resolution 5004, rewrites Article 5,
Section 1 of the Kansas Constitution,
which sets the qualifications of voters.
The current wording says that “every
citizen of the United States” who is at
least 18 and lives in the voting area
“shall be deemed a qualified elector.”

The amendment changes that
sentence to say that “no person shall be

deemed a qualified elector unless such
person” is a U.S. citizen, is at least 18
and, except in certain cases, lives in the
voting area where the person seeks to
vote.

The amendment does not change the
voting age or the residency
requirement. It keeps the existing
exceptions that let Kansans who have
recently moved vote for president from
out of state under federal law, and that
let voters who moved within Kansas
shortly before an election vote at their
former precinct. The rest of the changes
replace “he or she” with “such person.”

The explanatory statement printed
on the ballot read: “This amendment
would clarify that only a person who is a
citizen of the United States is eligible to
vote in this state. A vote for this
proposition would clarify that only a
person who is a citizen of the United
States is eligible to vote in this state. A
vote against this proposition would
make no change to the constitution of
the state of Kansas, and the language
concerning voter qualifications would
remain the same.”

Results are unofficial
The results do not include provisional
ballots, which county boards of
canvassers will review by Nov. 16.
Advance mail ballots postmarked by
Nov. 3 and received by Friday, Nov. 6,
could also be added. The State Board of
Canvassers is scheduled to certify the
general election results, including the
amendment, on Dec. 1.

The Secretary of State’s office will
randomly select races, along with the
constitutional amendment, for
post-election audits, which counties
conduct by hand-counting paper ballots
from selected precincts.

Updated Thursday, Nov. 5, with
Saline County results as of 4:19 p.m.
Thursday and statewide results as of
11:15 a.m. Thursday.
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Cozy Inn ruling
clouds Salina
murals
November 4, 2026

B rad Anderson with Salina Arts
& Humanities says a federal
appeals court ruling that sided

with The Cozy Inn over its UFO-themed
mural leaves him unclear what the
decision means for future mural art in
Salina.

A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 10th Circuit ruled
Oct. 30 that Salina’s sign code, as
applied to the Cozy Inn mural, violated
the First Amendment. The court
affirmed a November 2025 ruling by
U.S. District Judge Toby Crouse and
said the city imposed a prior restraint
on Cozy Inn owner Steve Howard’s
speech by leaving his permit application
on hold for years.

Anderson told Salina311 that his
office has long worked with local artists
and businesses as a resource partner on
mural work, including helping artists
navigate the city’s sign code during the
Artwork Alley mural festival behind the
Stiefel Theatre in 2022. He said Arts &
Humanities does not regulate mural
content unless it is directly
commissioning the work.

When he saw the Cozy Inn mural and
what he described as clear
business-related signage, Anderson said
he asked Leslie Bishop with Salina

Downtown Inc. and Lauren Driscoll
with the city’s Development Services
Department whether there was an
approved permit. He said no permit
had been applied for and the Design
Review Board had not reviewed the
concept.

Anderson said the City Commission
will have a chance to direct staff on the
consequences of the ruling when it
meets Monday, Nov. 9.

His full statement to Salina311:
Our office had worked with local

artists and businesses for many years as
a resource partner regarding mural
work. We made sure that the artwork
done during the Artwork Alley mural
festival behind the Stiefel Theatre in
2022 didn’t interfere with current city
of Salina sign code. Our reading and
understanding of the sign code was that
there was a clearly described difference
between commercial and
non-commercial speech, so we helped
inform artists about that code.

When I saw the mural and clear
business-related signage on the Cozy
Inn, I asked Leslie Bishop from SDI and
Lauren Driscoll from the city’s
Development Services Department if
there was an approved permit for what
seemed clear to me as a commercial
sign for the business. Apparently, no
permit was applied for, and no
preliminary review of the concept was
made by the Design Review Board.

Contrary to some public sentiment,
Salina Arts & Humanities does not
regulate content for any mural projects
unless we are directly commissioning
the work. Our job is to work within
existing sign codes, rules, and
ordinances that are part of the city’s
administrative structure, and when
asked, we help artists to do the same.

I assume the court ruling means that
the City will have to review their current
sign code regulations and the impact it
will have on future murals in the
community. Because the courts have

determined that there is no difference
between murals and commercial signs,
I am unclear what this means to future
mural art in the city. Salina’s sign code
is very similar to many cities across the
country, so this ruling has a much
broader impact than one business. Our
City Commission will have an
opportunity to direct city staff
regarding the consequences of the
court’s ruling when they meet on
Monday, November 9. I hope there are
opportunities for murals in the future.

Salina311 previously reported on the
10th Circuit ruling and reached out to
Bishop and Driscoll for comment.
Bishop said she was not clear what
Anderson was referring to beyond that
he asked early on whether she knew
anything about the mural, and that she
did not.

Central students
share Almost Maine
November 4, 2026

W hen Salina Central High
School’s theater students
take the stage for “Almost,

Maine” this week, no two audiences will
see quite the same show.

The cast and crew of 23 students will
rotate between acting roles and crew
work over four performances, according

Continued on page 10 »
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Approval Ratings
Live Salina311 approval ratings — percentages only; vote counts omitted.

Salina Fire Department
Fire and emergency response agency 96%

approve

Saline County Sheriff’s Office
County law enforcement agency 92%

approve

Saline County Emergency
Management
County emergency management agency

82%
approve

Saline County Health Department
Saline County 77%

approve

Salina Police Department
Municipal law enforcement agency 68%

approve

Salina Housing Authority
Salina Housing Authority - Affordable Housing 58%

approve

Salina Parks & Recreation
City parks and recreation department 33%

approve

Salina Arts & Humanities
Department 32%

approve

Water Department
Utilities department for the City of Salina 21%

approve

Salina Area Chamber of Commerce
Salina Area Chamber of Commerce 18%

approve

7   |  Approvals Salina311  •  November 8, 2026

7

Salina Warns Planning
Applicants of
Fraudulent Payment
Requests
November 4, 2026
Salina planning staff warned the
Planning Commission and the public
about fraudulent payment requests
being sent to individuals who have
submitted planning applications to the
city. Staff said the scam has been
ongoing for several months.

According to staff, the fraudulent
messages may appear legitimate and
may reference specific applications or
upcoming or recent public hearings,
asking applicants to pay invoices for
supposed fees. Staff said the scammers
appear to be using information from
applications that are part of the public
record, possibly using automated tools
to read posted documents.

In response, the city has added a
disclaimer to the second page of the
commission’s agenda, which staff read
aloud and said will be read at meetings
for the near future. The statement
reminds applicants that all application
fees are collected at the time of
submission and that no additional
application fees are due following a
public hearing. It states the city will not
request payment by wire transfer and
that legitimate payment requests are
communicated through the GovBuilt
portal or directly by city staff using an
email address ending in @salina.org.

The notice directs anyone who
receives a suspicious payment request
or has questions about fees to contact
community and development services
at 785-309-5715 or through the city’s
planning channels before making any
payment.

Staff said the matter has been
reported to the police department and

asked that community members who
hear of the scam encourage affected
individuals to contact the department
before paying anything. “We don’t have
a lot of control over actually stopping it,
but it has been reported to PD,” staff
said, adding that staff is trying to make
people aware of it.

Get Salina311 in
print

Order the weekly Salina311
print edition at

salina311.com/order-newspaper
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Salina Education
Foundation thanks
Hickory Hut for
sponsoring its Nov. 12
Fall Breakfast
November 2, 2026
Salina Education Foundation thanked
Hickory Hut for sponsoring its Fall
Breakfast and supporting the
foundation.

The breakfast is Nov. 12 from 7 to 8
a.m. at the Family Life Center at Trinity
United Methodist Church, 901 E. Neal.
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City of Salina hiring
street maintenance
worker
November 5, 2026
The City of Salina is hiring a Street
Maintenance Worker.

The position pays $43,971 to $46,176
per year, or $21.14 to $22.20 per hour.
The city lists excellent benefits, a
Monday through Friday schedule, and
no over-the-road driving.

Applications are accepted at
jobs.salina-ks.gov. Questions can go to
Human Resources at
human.resources@salina.org or
785-833-8018.

Salina commission to
consider adopting
2026 Uniform Public
Offense Code
November 5, 2026
The Salina City Commission will
consider Ordinance No. 26-11308 on
Monday, Nov. 9, adopting the 2026
Uniform Public Offense Code for
Kansas Cities with local amendments.

The annual update would replace the
prior edition of the statewide model
public offense code used by Kansas
municipalities, with any local
amendments the ordinance carries.

Southeast of Saline
cancels classes
Thursday over water
issues
November 5, 2026
USD 306 Southeast of Saline canceled
school for Thursday, November 5,
because of ongoing water issues.

The district announced the
cancellation early Thursday morning
and apologized to families for the
inconvenience and the short notice.



Continued from page 6: Central students
share Almost Maine

to a news release from the school. For
junior Camille Graber, who plays Hope,
Glory, the Waitress and Suzette and
serves as an assistant stage manager,
that rotation is the main reason to
come.

“Someone should come out to see the
show because no matter which show
you see, everything is different,” Graber
wrote in answers to questions from
Salina311. “Some people like me, or
Oscar, have the same scene twice, but
we don’t have the same scene partners,
which makes it more interesting.”

John Cariani’s play is set on a cold
winter night in Almost, Maine, a place
so far north it is “almost in Canada,”
where residents fall in and out of love
under the northern lights, according to
the release. Graber and senior Ava
Weaverling, who plays Gayle and Marci
and is one of the show’s stage
managers, answered questions about
their roles, rehearsals and what it is like
to work both onstage and behind the
scenes. Barbara Hilt, Salina Central’s
theater director and instructor, sent
their answers along with rehearsal
photos Nov. 2.

Graber described Glory, the role she
focused on, as “a passionate person who
doesn’t always understand her feelings,
but wants to do right for everyone.” The
part of Glory she relates to most, she
wrote, is “Glory’s inclination to talk
really fast when she’s nervous.”

Rehearsals have had their lighter
moments. “When rehearsing the more
personal parts of the scene, I can’t help
but laugh which makes my scene
partner laugh, and I often just giggle
through the lines,” Graber wrote.

Her favorite scene is “They Fell,” she
wrote, “because I think it’s super
funny.”

Weaverling described her two
characters in a sentence each. “Gayle is
a girl who is fed up with the behavior of

her boyfriend,” she wrote. “Marci is a
wife who is tired of feeling lonely.”

What she shares with them, she
wrote, is “their independence in their
relationships.”

“Both of my scenes consist of a
woman putting their
boyfriend/husband in their place,”
Weaverling wrote. “They are both
women who do not take anything less
than the bare minimum in their
relationships and they are not afraid to
speak their mind when they aren’t
receiving the best treatment.”

The scene she most wants audiences
to see is “This Hurts,” which she
described as being “about a girl who is
in a toxic relationship and a boy who
can’t feel pain.”

“They have a very cute touching
scene with some comedic elements of
physical comedy,” she wrote. “This
scene to me is just very witty and not
what you would expect.”

The two students described the
double duty of acting and crew work
differently.

For Graber, it has been a juggling act.
“It has been kind of challenging to work
with different scene partners, as well as
memorizing,” she wrote. “I feel like the
amount of lines to memorize is about
the same as a normal show, but it feels
like more when there are four shows to
keep up with. It is also hard to balance
working on lines versus working on
tech things because both need to get
done by the same time.”

For Weaverling, it has been a chance
to grow into a second role. “I have
always really loved acting but I have
also begun to love being a stage
manager,” she wrote. “This show has
given me the chance to do both. It has
also been very fun to teach some of our
other stage managers what it is like to
be a stage manager.”

Her pitch to audiences leans on the
season. “If you are wanting to see

something to get you into the snowy
mood you should definitely come see
Almost Maine,” Weaverling wrote.
“People should also come see the show
multiple times because each night will
be different.”

If you go
Performances are at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 12, through Saturday, Nov. 14, and
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15, in the
Salina Central High School auditorium,
650 E. Crawford St. Audience members
should enter through the school’s south
entrance.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for
students. They are available online
through GoBound or at the auditorium
box office, which opens one hour before
each performance.

The show runs about two hours with
a 15-minute intermission. “Almost,
Maine” is presented by arrangement
with Concord Theatricals on behalf of
Dramatists Play Service.

Salina Planning
Commission
Approves
Preliminary Plat for
Evergreen Addition
November 4, 2026

T he Salina Planning Commission
voted unanimously to approve a
preliminary plat for the

Evergreen Addition, a proposed
residential subdivision on a 12-acre
tract of undeveloped land located
southeast of the intersection of Cedar
Ridge Drive and Murray Mount Road.

Continued on page 11 »

10   |  News Salina311  •  November 8, 2026

10



Continued from page 10: Salina Planning
Commission Approves Preliminary Plat
for Evergreen Addition

The application, identified as case
PP26-006, was brought by applicant
Brian Richardson. According to staff,
the project is a combination and replat
of two existing subdivisions,
reconfiguring portions of block two and
several lots within block three of the
Cedar Ridge Addition, along with a
segment of the existing Pinecrest Circle
right-of-way, and tying in lot one, block
six from the Mariposa Addition.

The plat reconfigures the property
into 14 total lots, with 13 developable
single-family home lots. Lot five,
located in the northwest corner, will be
a non-developable tract used strictly for
storm water detention. The lots range
in size from about 21,000 square feet to
close to 61,000 square feet, according
to the staff presentation.

The project introduces a new public
street named Evergreen Terrace and
reshapes the existing Pinecrest Circle
into a dead-end cul-de-sac. Staff said
the property is located within the city
limits, directly north of the Great Life
Golf Course, and that the proposal
conforms with the comprehensive
plan’s suburban residential land use
designation.

Staff noted the plat restricts direct
driveway access onto Murray Mount
Road, an arterial street, as well as along
Cedar Ridge Drive, directing all
property access to interior subdivision
streets. A dedicated detention basin on
lot five would restrict post-development
storm water flows to slightly below the
pre-development rate, according to the
engineering study.

Staff recommended approval subject
to six conditions, which include minor
survey label corrections, relocating a
proposed fire hydrant to Cedar Ridge
Drive for better coverage, and ensuring
a storm water maintenance agreement
is legally recorded. Because the

development is under 20 acres, the
developer will pay a park fee in lieu of
land dedication.

Responding to a question about
timing, Richardson said the project
schedule would depend on conditions
and city commission consideration,
estimating that work could begin in
early spring. He said an existing
homeowners association is in place for
the surrounding area and that the new
common area would be added.

The commission approved the
preliminary plat unanimously. Seven of
the commission’s eight members were
present.

City trash pickup and
landfill stay on
schedule for Veterans
Day; recycling center
and hazardous waste
site close Nov. 11
November 4, 2026
City of Salina sanitation crews and the
Salina Municipal Solid Waste Landfill
will keep their regular schedules on
Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11,
according to a City of Salina General
Services release issued Nov. 4.

The Household Hazardous Waste
Facility, the Drive-thru Recycling
Center and General Services facilities
will be closed Nov. 11, the release said.
Standard hours at those locations
resume Thursday, Nov. 12.

Residents with questions about their
sanitation collection schedule or the
facilities listed can call General Services
at 785-309-5750. Shawn Dunstan,
sanitation superintendent, is listed as
the contact on the release.

Water Well Road
reopens between
Powers and Link roads
November 3, 2026

Water Well Road between Powers Road
and Link Road is open to unrestricted
traffic, Saline County said Tuesday.

The stretch had been restricted
during a road project. The county
thanked drivers for their patience
during the work.

West Magnolia Road
closes overnight for
paving from Virginia
Drive to Centennial
Road
November 4, 2026
West Magnolia Road closed for paving
starting at 10 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 4,
between Virginia Drive and Centennial
Road as part of the West Magnolia
Road Phase I Project, according to a
City of Salina notice issued Nov. 4.

Access to Virginia Drive will remain
open, the city said. Westbound traffic
from Ninth Street will need to use an
alternate route.

The road was scheduled to reopen
after 8 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 5.

The city issued a separate notice Oct.
27 about an earlier closure on the same
project that began at 3 a.m. Oct. 28.

Questions can be directed to the City
of Salina Engineering Division at
785-309-5725.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Richard Henry
Wenthe
November 5, 2026

Richard Henry Wenthe
May 14, 1962 - November 1, 2026

Richard Henry Wenthe, 64, of
Claremore, Oklahoma, died November
1, 2026. He was born May 14, 1962, in
Salina, to Oscar and Marilyn (Wiley)
Wenthe.

He worked for more than four
decades in the asphalt and pavement
preservation industry, specializing in
slurry seal and micro surfacing, and
traveled internationally to train others
in the field. He contributed to
equipment design, including the
development of the first hydraulic
expandable spreader box. He worked at
Ballou Construction, SEM Materials,
Road Science and, for his final 15 years,
Ingevity.

Survivors include his wife, Tammy
(Ulsaker) Wenthe; children Haley
(Wenthe) Thomann and husband
Kevin, Hallee (Chronister) Gorrell and
husband Chris, and Dustin Chronister
and wife Katy; grandchildren Dylan,
Theo and Porter Thomann, Brayden
Gorrell, and Freya, Chloe and Logan
Chronister; his mother, Marilyn
Wenthe; and siblings Diane Haden
(Rob) and Jeff Wenthe (Sharon).

He was preceded in death by his first
wife, Mary (Hall) Wenthe; his father,
Oscar; siblings Greg and Debbie
Wenthe; and a granddaughter,
Kennadie Gorrell.

Visitation was held at 1 p.m.
Saturday, November 7, 2026, at St.
John’s Lutheran Church, 302 S. 7th St.,
Salina, followed by a memorial service
at 2 p.m. Inurnment will be at a later
date at Gypsum Hill Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made
to the Richard Wenthe Memorial
Scholarship in care of Ryan Mortuary,
137 N. 8th St., Salina, KS 67401.

Ryan Mortuary & Crematory

Janette Lee Wilcox
November 5, 2026

Janette Lee Wilcox
1942 - November 4, 2026

Janette Lee Wilcox, 84, of Salina,
died November 4, 2026. She was born
in 1942 in Neenah, Wisconsin, to
Howard and Myra Ehlers.

She married Milo Wilcox on
November 24, 1997.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, Howard and Myra Ehlers.

Survivors include her husband, Milo;
her sister, Joyce Kim; her daughter,
Lisa Chesher; and her son, Jason Ellis.

No services will be held.
Ryan Mortuary & Crematory
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Human Relations
Commission to discuss
2027 outreach
November 5, 2026
The Salina Human Relations
Commission will hold a study session
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 5:45 p.m. to
discuss previous and future community
relations outreach efforts.

On Sept. 8, the commission passed a
motion to hold a study session on what
outreach activities to pursue in 2027,
with the goal of increasing awareness of
civil rights issues and encouraging
people to use the services of the city’s
Community Relations Division.

The division is a civil rights
enforcement agency for the City of
Salina. It investigates complaints of
discrimination in housing, employment
and public accommodation and
operates a Fair Housing Assistance
Program through an agreement with
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

A staff report from Marissa Patton,
community relations specialist, lists
past outreach activities, including an
annual Fair Housing Seminar held each
April since 2008, diversity
presentations to local schools and
organizations, and a 2019 Housing
Summit that brought together local
housing resource providers.



Ronald LeRoy Wilson
November 4, 2026

Ronald LeRoy Wilson
February 18, 1945 - October 18, 2026

Ronald L. Wilson, 81, of Salina, died
Sunday, October 18, 2026.

He was born February 18, 1945, in
Shreveport, Louisiana, to George
Wilson and Beatrice Bernadette
(Bratsch) Lettman. He worked at
Boeing in Salina and Wichita for more
than 20 years. He rode motorcycles,
visited zoos in Kansas and raised exotic
pigeons, and he volunteered in the bird
barn at the Kansas State Fair.

He was preceded in death by his
parents and his sisters, Carol (Wilson)
Nichols and Darleen (Wilson)
Meadows.

Survivors include his son, Chris
Wilson; daughter, Kimberly Howard;
siblings George “Sonny” Wilson
(Phyllis) and Melvin (T.U.) Wilson;
grandchildren Harleigh Diane,
Alexander Christopher, Logan
Christopher, Kaleigh Dawn, Abigail
Renae, Danielle Allyn and Zachary
Mark; and great-grandchildren Amelia
Renae, Harlow June, Theodore
Zachary, Jude Christopher, Regina
LeeAnn and Isaac Adolin.

A memorial service will be at 10 a.m.
Thursday, November 12, 2026, at First
Southern Baptist Church, 2401 South
Ohio Street, Salina.

Heier Scott Mortuary and Cremation

Richard Dale Doll
November 4, 2026

Richard Dale Doll
December 12, 1940 - November 2, 2026

Richard Dale Doll, 85, of Wichita,
died November 2, 2026.

He was born December 12, 1940, in
Great Bend, to Melvin and Dolores
(Hammeke) Doll. He grew up in
Ellinwood, where he graduated from
Ellinwood High School and served as
class president.

He began his career with DDD Artist
Management in Hays, where he worked
with the rock band Kansas, and he
operated several clubs in Hays. He later
worked in banking, managed country
clubs and golf courses in Oakley,
Larned and Abilene, and finished his
career in real estate appraisals. He
enjoyed music, golf, sports and his
grandchildren’s sporting events.

Survivors include his children, Scott
Doll (Francini) of Goddard, Kevin Doll
(Scharna) of Goddard, and Brenda
Nickelson (Stan) of Salina;
grandchildren Sean Doll, Kaylie Doll,
Kelsie Mueller (Brandt Mueller),
Payton Doll, Destinee (Trey Laffery)
and Dawson Nickelson;
great-grandsons Tulson and Luke
Fields; and his brothers, Mark and
Clayton, and sister, Carol Herter.

He was preceded in death by his wife
of 57 years, Diana (Montgomery) Doll;
his parents, Melvin and Dolores Doll;
and his brother, Randy Doll.

The Funeral Liturgy will be at 10 a.m.
Monday, November 9, 2026, at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in
Salina, followed by inurnment in
Gypsum Hill Cemetery, Salina.
Memorial contributions may be sent to
Ryan Mortuary in Salina.

Ryan Mortuary & Crematory

Salina sales tax
distribution rises 3.1%
in October
November 5, 2026

Salina received $1,579,323.64 in its
October 2026 local sales tax
distribution, an increase of $47,143.82,
or 3.1%, from the $1,532,179.82
distributed in October 2025.

The October payment reflects August
collections.

Saline County received
$2,012,383.95 in the same distribution,
up 4.6% from $1,924,202.65 a year
earlier. From January through October,
Salina has received $15,156,404.54, up
4.8% from $14,467,670.71 during the
same period in 2025. Saline County’s
year-to-date total rose to
$19,087,241.55, an increase of 5.1%.

Nearby county distributions in the
same report were mixed. Dickinson
County received $402,398.52, up 0.1%
from $402,021.72 a year earlier. Ottawa
County received $37,704.61, down
16.0% from $44,901.57. Cloud County
received $145,541.81, down 1.3% from
$147,410.84. Ellsworth County received
$74,584.66, up 15.4% from $64,620.36.
McPherson County received
$990,239.75, compared with
$736,630.20 a year earlier. The county
had a rate change effective April 1,
2026.
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Mokas Coffee & Eatery
dishes up National
Sandwich Day
November 4, 2026
Mokas Coffee & Eatery invited folks to
celebrate with a fan-favorite here at
Mokas — The Classic Reuben.

The team said it is piled high with
premium corned beef, tangy
sauerkraut, melted Swiss cheese, and
1000 island on grilled rye bread, their
Reuben is made-to-order, every time.



Salina Commerce
News, milestones and specials from Salina businesses and attractions.

BUSINESS

Theatre Salina to
stage Disney’s
Frozen Nov. 20
through Dec. 13

Theatre Salina will present Disney’s
Frozen on its MainStage from Nov. 20
through Dec. 13, the theater said.

The production follows the theater’s
previous MainStage show, and the
theater said it plans to share
behind-the-scenes looks at the musical
in the coming weeks.

Nex-Tech is hiring for
part-time customer
experience specialist
Nex-Tech said it is hiring a friendly,
part-time customer experience
specialist

Additional benefits, including
medical, FSA, and 401(k), may be
available upon meeting hours-worked
eligibility requirements.

Rolling Hills Zoo
opens sign-ups for
Cookies with Santa

Rolling Hills Zoo invited folks to bring
their own camera for photos with Santa,
or purchase a professional photo taken
by Aaron’s Photography.

The team said three session times are
available; one has sold out and another
is getting close.

Rolling Hills Zoo added that Cookies
with Santa is also sponsored by Chili’s
Grill & Bar & IHOP.

Lee Buildings opens
pre-leasing for Lee
Lofts III apartments
Lee Buildings is now pre-leasing Lee
Lofts III, a newly renovated building in
downtown Salina.

Lee Lofts III will offer studios,
one-bedroom and two-bedroom
apartments with in-unit laundry. Phase
III units are available starting Dec. 1,
with rents starting at $638 a month.
The apartments are income-restricted.
Amenities include elevator access, a
24-hour fitness center, a clubhouse, a
playground and a dog park.

Lee Buildings is at 254 N. Santa Fe
Ave. in Salina. Its phone number is
785-515-2777.

Marymount College
documentary to
premiere Nov. 12 at
Salina Art Center
Cinema
Salina Media Connection will premiere
its documentary Legacy on the Hill: The
Marymount College Story on Thursday,
November 12, at the Salina Art Center
Cinema, 150 S. Santa Fe Ave.

The 7 p.m. showing is sold out. A
second showing is set for 9 p.m. Tickets
are $9, and reservations are available
through the Salina Art Center Cinema
website.

The film is based on Dr. Pat
Ackerman’s book Marymount College of
Kansas: A History. It covers the college
from its 1922 founding by the Sisters of
St. Joseph as a women’s liberal arts
college through 1989, using archival
footage and oral histories. It highlights
alumni, faculty, the school’s NAIA
athletics and its ties to Salina.

Executive producers Tom Fleming
and Greg Stephens of Salina Media
Connection made the film with
Wichita-based Method Productions.

“Marymount’s story is intrinsically
tied to the heartland,” Fleming said.
“We want to share this story of
academic innovation, championship
sports, and cultural heritage and
enduring legacy with the community
where it all began.”
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Community Calendar
Salina-area events for Monday, Nov. 9, through Sunday, Nov. 15, 2026. Times and venues as submitted to Salina311.

FEATURED  ·  THURSDAY, NOV. 12  ·  7:00 p.m.

Legacy on the Hill: The Marymount College Story
150 S Santa Fe Ave, Salina, KS 67401

The Story of Marymount College: Based on Dr. Pat Ackerman’s popular book Marymount College of Kansas- A History, Legacy on the
Hill: The Marymount College Story is more than a history lesson; the documentary explores the college’s social and cultural impacts
on Salina and beyond. Founded in 1922 by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Marymount College shaped Kansas history for 67 years. Salina
Media Connection and Method Productions present an extraordinary journey profiling Kansas’s first all-women’s institution,
basketball championship, and artistic achievements, showing how its legacy endures today through trailblazing alumni and lasting
impacts on regional healthcare, arts, and culture.

MONDAY, NOV. 9

9:30 a.m.
Brainy Babies
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

10:30 a.m.
Toddler Storytime
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

12:00 p.m.
SoundBites
First Presbyterian Church

4:00 p.m.
Crocheting Club
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

6:15 p.m.
The Checkmate Club
Campbell Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W. Elm St.,
Salina, KS

TUESDAY, NOV. 10

6:30 a.m.
Into The Breach - Sacramental Life
230 East Cloud Street, Salina, KS 67401

10:15 a.m.
Mini Makers
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

12:15 p.m.
November Lunch & Learn
Salina Public Library

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 11

9:30 a.m.
Brainy Babies
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 11
(CONTINUED)

10:30 a.m.
Preschool Pals Storytime
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

4:00 p.m.
Gambino’s Pizza for Oakdale
811 E. Iron, Salina, KS

4:00 p.m.
My First Book Club
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

THURSDAY, NOV. 12

7:00 a.m.
Salina Education Foundation Fall
Breakfast 2026
1511 Gypsum Ave, Salina, KS 67401

9:00 a.m.
Prairie, Paint & Bison
Salina Art Center, 242 South Santa Fe Avenue, Salina, KS

2:00 p.m.
Homeschool Brick Builders
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

3:30 p.m.
Homeschool Chess Club
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

4:00 p.m.
Book Edge Painting
Prescott Meeting Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W. Elm
St., Salina, KS

6:00 p.m.
Behind the Curtain of Social Media
with Steven Kimmi
Technology Center - Classroom, Salina Public Library, 301
W. Elm St., Salina, KS

THURSDAY, NOV. 12 (CONTINUED)

6:15 p.m.
Create Your Own Terrarium
Prescott Meeting Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W. Elm
St., Salina, KS

FRIDAY, NOV. 13

6:30 p.m.
Latin Dance
Genesis, Salina

7:30 p.m.
Hairball

SATURDAY, NOV. 14

9:00 a.m.
IDES Meal Prep Event
801 E Cloud, Salina, KS 67401

9:00 a.m.
Prairie Patch Craft Show
Southeast of Saline High School

10:00 a.m.
Alberto Designs Event
Riddle’s Jewelry (Salina, KS)

10:00 a.m.
Lift Off to STEAM
Kansas Wesleyan University

10:15 a.m.
Storytime with University of Kansas
Medical Center—Student Medical
Outreach
Youth Programming Room, Salina Public Library, 301 W.
Elm St., Salina, KS

SUNDAY, NOV. 15

Time not listed
Smoky Hill Museum Friends Poinsettia
Sale: Order by Nov. 15
211 W Iron Ave, Salina, KS 67401
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Sunday Crossword
Every clue comes from this edition of Salina311. Answers available
on Salina311.com/stories — scan the Answers code.

Answers Subscribe / order this paper

AROUND SALINA THIS WEEK 15×15  ·  news, events and businesses in this edition
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ACROSS
1. Ty ___, GOP governor nominee
who led Saline County with 58.73%
(9)
6. Live Salina311 ___ ratings page,
percentages only (8)
7. ___ship amendment Saline
County backed 70% to 30% (7)
9. Legacy on the Hill documentary
about ___ College (9)
12. ___ pancake feed raised $940 for
fire-safety education (10)
13. ___ Inn mural case; Brad
Anderson on the ruling’s fallout (4)
14. Adam ___, Democratic U.S.
Senate nominee with 8,113 Saline
County votes (8)
15. Lee Buildings pre-leasing Lee
___ III apartments (5)

DOWN
2. Nov. 3 ___; Saline County
Republicans lead legislative races (8)

DOWN (continued)
3. Planning applicants warned of
___ulent payment requests (5)
4. ___ Addition, the 14-lot plat the
Planning Commission approved
(9)

5. ___ Drive closed between
Broadway and Vassar for a water
main (5)
8. Long McArthur Ford print ad
creative this edition (9)

9. West ___ Road closed overnight
for paving (8)
10. U.S. Sen. Roger ___ drew
55.57% of Saline County votes (8)
11. Disney show Theatre Salina
stages Nov. 20–Dec. 13 (6)
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